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Introduction 

To proceed: 
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Reasons behind presenting the topic: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1

                                        
1 Reported by At-Tabaraani (3/294). 
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1

Reasons for the proliferation of shopping complexes: 

 

 

Reasons for people going to these complexes: 

 

 

 

                                        
1 It was published with the verification of Hasan Husni `Abd Al-Wahhaab. 
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The meaning of the market linguistically 
and in the terminology of economists 

{And they say, "What is this 
messenger that eats food and walks in the markets?}
[QURȭAAN 25:7]

Shopping complexes are from the signs 
of the Hour 

òBefore the Hour, there will be singling out individuals for 
greeting, and the prevalence of business and transactions, to 
the point that a woman will help her husband in business. 
There will also be cutting the ties of the wombs, testifying 
falsely, covering true testimonies, and abundant use of pens 
in acquiring knowledge [due to lack of strength in 
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memory].ó

The minor signs of the Hour are usually mentioned to 
clarify two things: 

                                        
1 Reported by Ahmad (1/407) and Al-Haakim (4/110), and he ruled it as authentic. Al-
Haythami, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: ñThe narrators are those utilized in 
the Saheeh books.ò (Majma` Az-Zawaaôid (7/178)). 

2 At-Tamheed (17/297). 
3 At-Tamheed (17/297). 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: 
͂ǭɱ ɴɭʂɱ ɯɻɹɱ ɭɯɾɻɿɿ ɭ ʀɵɹɱ ʃɴɱɾɱ ɵʀ ʃɭɿ ɿɭɵɰ̴ ̀Ǫɴɱ 

merchant of such-and-such tribe, and the writer of such-
and-ɿʁɯɴ ʀɾɵɮɱ̵́ Ǫɴɱɾɱ ʃɻʁɸɰ ɺɻʀ ɮɱ ɹɻɾɱ ʀɴɭɺ ɻɺɱ 
ɹɱɾɯɴɭɺʀ ɭɺɰ ɻɺɱ ɿɯɾɵɮɱ ɵɺ ɱɭɯɴ ɺɱɵɳɴɮɻɾɴɻɻɰ̵̓2  He, 
ɹɭʅ Ǘɸɸɭɭɴ ɴɭʂɱ ɹɱɾɯʅ ɻɺ ɴɵɹ̲ ɭɸɿɻ ɿɭɵɰ̴ ͂Ǘ ɼɱɾɿɻɺ 

would go to a great neighborhood and would find only 
ɻɺɱ ɿɯɾɵɮɱ ʀɴɱɾɱɵɺ̵̓3 
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òOne of the signs of the Hour is that knowledge will be 
raised, ignorance will be established, alcohol will be drunk, 

and fornication will become apparent.ó

As for closeness of markets: 

òThe Hour will not come until the markets are close to one 

another.ó

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (80) and Muslim (2671). 
2 Reported by Ahmad (2/519).  Al-Haythami, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: 
ñIts narrators are those of the Saheeh books, except for Sa`eed ibn Sam`aan, and 
he is trustworthy.ò (Az-Zawaaôid, 7/276).  Al-Albaani also ruled it authentic in his 
book As-Silsilah As-Saheehah (6/639). 
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Markets in Islaam 

òThe most beloved places on earth to Allaah are the mosques, 

and the most hated places to Allaah are the markets.ó

                                        
1 It-haaf Al-Jamaa`ah fi Al-Fitanwa Al-Malaahim wa Ashraat As-Saa`ah(2/195). 
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òôThe most 
beloved places on earth to Allaah are the mosques,õ

ôThe 
most hated places to Allaah are the markets,õ

Commotion of markets: 

òLet those who are mature and have knowledge be 
behind me, then they should line in three successive lines 

based thereon. Also, beware of commotions of the markets.ó

                                                                                             
1 Reported by Muslim (671). 
2 The explanation of An-Nawawi on the book of Muslim (5/171). 
3 Fat-h Al-Baari (4/339). 
4 Reported by Muslim (432). 
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The Prophet, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, was not loud 
in the markets: 

                                        
1 The explanation of An-Nawawi on the book of Muslim (4/156). 
2 Murqaat Al-Mafaateeh Sharh Mishkaat Al-Masaabeeh (4/199). 
3 Tuhfat Al-Ahwathi (2/17). 

At-Tɱɱɮɵ̲ ɹɭʅ Ǘɸɸɭɭɴ ɴɭʂɱ ɹɱɾɯʅ ɻɺ ɴɵɹ̲ ɿɭɵɰ̴ ͂ǟʀ ɵɿ ɭɸɿɻ 
possible that the meaning is: save yourselves from being 
busied with matters of the market, because it prevents 
ʅɻʁ ɲɾɻɹ ɿʁɯɯɱɱɰɵɺɳ ɭɺɰ ɲɻɸɸɻʃɵɺɳ ɹɱ ɵɺ ɼɾɭʅɱɾ̵̓ 3 
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1 Reported by At-Tirmithi (2016) and he ruled it as authentic, and Ahmad (6/246), and 

Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic in his book Mishkaat Al-Masaabeeh (3/265). 
2 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (2018). 
3 Fat-h Al-Baari (4/343). 
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Markets are a distraction, even if they have some worldly 
benefits for the Muslim: 

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (118) and Muslim (2493). 
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Western-style shopping: 

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (1956) and Muslim (2153). 
2 Fat-h Al-Baari (4/299). 
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Other ways that these complexes emulate the Western-
style of shopping are: 

Shopping centers from the inside 

{That those who perished 
[through disbelief] would perish upon evidence and those 
who lived [in faith] would live upon evidence.}[QURȭAAN 8:42]

{To be absolved before your 
Lord and perhaps they may fear Him.}[QURȭAAN 7:164]

First: Economic corruptions: 
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Other reasons for this obsession with buying things are: 

 

 

 

{And [they are] those 
who, when they spend, do so not excessively or sparingly but 
are ever, between that, [justly] moderate}[QURȭAAN 25:67]

                                        
1 Majallat Al-Usrah (156) from the issue on Rabi` Al-Aakhir, 1427 Hijri. 
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{O children of Aadam, 
take your adornment at every masjid, and eat and drink, but 
be not excessive. Indeed, He likes not those who commit 
excess.}[QURȭAAN 7:31]

òEat, drink, dress, and give 

charity, without any extravagance or pride.ó

 

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Maajah (3605) as well as Ahmad (2/181).  Al-Haafith Ibn Hajar, 

may Allaah have mercy on him, ruled it as authentic in his book Al-Amaali Al-
Mutlaqah (pg. 32). 
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Second: Religious and moral corruptions: 
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1 Hilyat Al-Awliyaa' (2/148) and Siyar A`laam An-Nubalaô (4/585). 
2 Ghareeb Al-Hadeeth by Ibn Qutaybah (1/321) and Al-Faaôiq by Az-Zamakhshari 

(1/275). 
3 Majma` Al-Amthaal by Abu Al-Fadhl An-Naysaaboori (1/172). 
4 Adab Ad-Dunyawa Ad-Deen(1/57). 

`Umar, maʅ Ǘɸɸɭɭɴ ɮɱ ɼɸɱɭɿɱɰ ʃɵʀɴ ɴɵɹ̲ ɿɭɵɰ̴ ͂ǟ ɿɱɱ ɭ 
man, and I like him initially. Then, I ask about him, and 
it is said that he does not have a craft or job, and I lose 
ɾɱɿɼɱɯʀ ɲɻɾ ɴɵɹ̵̓2  He, may Allaah be pleased with him, 
ɭɸɿɻ ɿɭɵɰ̴ ͂ǟ ɴɭʀɱ ɿɱɱɵɺɳ ɻɺɱ ɻɲ ʅɻʁ free and without any 

work, as in, not working for the worldly life and not 
ʃɻɾɷɵɺɳ ɲɻɾ ʀɴɱ Ǟɱɾɱɭɲʀɱɾ̵̓3 
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òThere are two blessings that many people squander, and 

they are, good health and free time.ó   

òThe feet of a slave will not move until they are asked about 
their life and how they spent it, their knowledge and how 
they used it, their wealth, how they earned and spent it, and 

their body and how they used it.ó

                                        
1 Tham Al-Hawaby Ibn Al-Jawzi (pg. 17) and At-Tabsirah by Ibn Al-Jawzi (1/121). 
2 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (6049). 
3 Reported by At-Tirmithi (2417) and he said: ñIt is of an acceptably authentic grade.ò 
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{But there came after 
them successors who neglected prayer and pursued desires; 
so they are going to meet evil.}[QURȭAAN 19:59]

 

                                        
1 Hilyat Al-Awliyaa' (8/113). 



The Rise of Commercial Centers : Problems and Solutions    

29 

òO people who have 
believed with the tongues, but who faith did not reach their 
hearts, do not harm Muslims, do not scold and rebuke them 
for their previous sins, do not chase their private areas and 
faults, because those who chase the faults of their brothers, 
then Allaah will pursue their faults, and whoeverõs faults 
Allaah pursues, He will expose them even if he was in his 

home hiding from others.ó

                                        
1 Reported by At-Tirmithi (2032) and Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic in his book 

Saheeh At-Targheeb wa At-Tarheeb (2/292). 
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{Indeed, those who like 
that immorality should be spread [or publicized] among 
those who have believed will have a painful punishment in 
this world and the Hereafter. And Allaah knows and you do 
not know.}[QURȭAAN 24:19]
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There is no hope! 
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{Tell the believing 
men to reduce [some] of their vision and guard their private 
parts. That is purer for them. Indeed, Allaah is Acquainted 
with what they do. And tell the believing women to reduce 
[some] of their vision and guard their private parts and not 
expose their adornment except that which [necessarily] 
appears thereof.}[QURȭAAN 24:30 -31]
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Ways of making advances: 
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òAll of you are guardians, and all of you 
are held accountable. So, a leader of the people is a 
guardian, and they are responsible for the people. A 
man is a guardian of his family, and he is responsible 
for that. A woman is a guardian over the house of 
her husband and his children, and she is responsible 
for that. A slave is a guardian over the wealth of 
their master, and they are responsible for that. All 
of you are guardians, and all of you are responsible 
and are held accountable.ó1

 

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (5188) and Muslim (1829)and the wording is for Al-

Bukhaari. 
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¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

òAny woman 
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that wears perfume and passes by some people so 
that they smell her, she is a fornicating woman.ó1

¶ 

o 

òOne of you should not be secluded with a 
woman, because Satan is the third.ó2

o 

òI did not leave behind any trial more 
harmful to men than women.ó3

òDelay a little bit, and the middle of the 
pathways are not your right; you must maintain the sides of 
the pathways.ó

                                        
1 Reported by An-Nasaaôi (5141) and Al-Albaani ruled it as acceptable in his book 

Saheeh At-Targheeb wa At-Tarheeb (2/216). 
2 Reported by Ahmad (1/18) and Shu`ayb Al-Arnaaôoot said: ñThe chain of narration 
is authentic.ò  It was also reported by Al-Bayhaqi in Ash-Shu`ab (4/374). 

3 Reported by Muslim (2740). 
4 Reported by Abu Daawood (5272) and Al-Albaani ruled it as acceptable in his book 

As-Silsilah As-Saheehah (2/536). 
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¶ 

¶ 
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Selling forbidden products: 

ôAllaah 
and His Messenger made illegal the trade of alcohol, 

dead animals, pigs and idols.õ

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (2121) and Muslim (1581). 
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ǩɱɸɸɵɺɳ ʃɻɹɱɺ́ɿ ɯɸɻʀɴɵɺɳ ʀɴɭʀ ɵɿ ɲɻɾɮɵɰɰɱɺ̴ 

                                        
1 Reported by Ahmad (6/247). 
2 Reported by Muslim (2107), and refer to Fataawa Al-Lajnah Ad-Daaôimah (13/73-

75). 
3 Fataawa Al-Lajnah Ad-Daaôimah (13/68-69-73) 
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Ǫɴɱ ɾʁɸɵɺɳ ɻɺ ɿɱɸɸɵɺɳ ʃɻɹɱɺ́ɿ ɯɸɻʀɴɵɺɳ̴ 

{And 
cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate 
in sin and aggression.}[QURȭAAN 5:2]
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{But Allaah has permitted trade and has 
forbidden interest.}[QURȭAAN 2:275]

Female mannequins: 
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Legislative maxims for commercial 
advertisements  

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

                                        
1 Taken from Al-Hawaafiz At-Tijaariyyah At-Tasweeqiyyah by Dr. Khaalid Al-Muslih 

(pg. 209). 
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¶ 

¶ 

òOne of you 
does not believe until they love for their brother what 
they love for themselves.ó1

òOne must not harm 
themselves or others.ó2

Rulings of promotional prizes (marketing 
incentives)  

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (13) and Muslim (45). 
2 Reported by Ibn Maajah (2340) and Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic in his book 

Irwaaô Al-Ghaleel (3/413). 
3 Taken from Al-Hawaafiz At-Tijaariyyah At-Tasweeqiyyah by Dr. Khaalid Al-Muslih 

(pg. 61 and on). 
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We shall speak about each of these in a summarized 
fashion: 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

If the gift is in just some of these products: 

¶ 

¶ 
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¶ 

¶ 

¶ 
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Another type of marketing incentive: 
Promotional competitions  

¶ 

¶ 

                                        
1 For more knowledge refer to Al-Hawaafiz At-Tijaariyyah At-Tasweeqiyyah by Dr. 

Khaalid Al-Muslih (pg. 127). 
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1 Fataawa Islaamiyyah (4/443). 
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1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (1407); also, to see Shaykh Ibn `Uthaymeenôs discussion 
of the topic, refer to Liqaaô Al-Baab Al-Maftooh. 

2 For more knowledge refer to Al-Hawaafiz At-Tijaariyyah At-Tasweeqiyyah by Dr. 
Khaalid Al-Muslih (pg. 159). 
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Another type of marketing incentive: 
Warranty  

Advice for all those who frequent 
shopping complexes 

First: Advice to the owners of the complexes: 

                                        
1 For more knowledge refer to Al-Hawaafiz At-Tijaariyyah At-Tasweeqiyyah by Dr. 

Khaalid Al-Muslih (pg. 267). 
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òWhen a man works with his hand, and every 

lawful sale.ó

 

 

                                        
1 Reported by Ahmad in his book Al-Musnad(4/141) and Al-Albaani ruled it as 

authentic in his book Saheeh At-Targheeb wa At-Tarheeb(2/141). 
2 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (3937). 
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Second: Advice to those who own and work in stores: 
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1 Reported by At-Tirmithi (487) and Al-Albaani ruled it as acceptable in his book 

Saheeh At-Tirmithi (487). 
2 Reported by Maalik in his book Al-Muwattaô (3/222). 
3 Al-Faqeeh wa Al-Mutafaqqih (1/65). 

`Ali ibn Abu Taalib, may Allaah be pleased with him, 
ɿɭɵɰ ʀɴɭʀ ɭ ɹɭɺ ɯɭɹɱ ʀɻ ɴɵɹ ɭɺɰ ɿɭɵɰ̴ ͂ǥ Ǚɻɹɹɭɺɰɱɾ 
ɻɲ ʀɴɱ ǘɱɸɵɱʂɱɾɿ̲ ǟ ʃɵɿɴ ʀɻ ɱɺɳɭɳɱ ɵɺ ʀɾɭɰɱ̵̓  αǗɸɵ̲ ɹɭʅ 
Ǘɸɸɭɭɴ ɮɱ ɼɸɱɭɿɱɰ ʃɵʀɴ ɴɵɹ̲ ɿɭɵɰ̴ ͂Ǜɭɾɺ ʁɺɰɱɾɿʀɭɺɰɵɺɳ in 
the religion before trade, because those who engage in 
trade before earning understanding in the religion will 
be continuously engaged in usury, and will not be able 

ʀɻ ɸɱɭʂɱ ɵʀ̵̓3 


