
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

E-Book 



Lust for Leadership               

 
2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

| Lust for Leadership é 



Lust for Leadership               

3 

Introduction 

To proceed:  

Ǥɭɹɵɺɳ ʀɴɱ ɸʁɿʀ ɲɻɾ ɸɱɭɰɱɾɿɴɵɼ ̀ʀɴɱ ɴɵɰɰɱɺ ɰɱɿɵɾɱ̵́ 
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1 Reported by Ibn Al-Mubaarak in his book Az-Zuhd (16). 
2  Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Majmooô Al-Fataawa (16/346). 
3  Reported by Abu óUbayd in his book Ghareeb Al-Hadeeth (14/171). 
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People need a ruler 

: òIf three people go 
out on a journey, then they should make one of them a 

leader.ó

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Majmooô Al-Fataawa (16/346). 
2 Reported by Abu Daawood: (2608). Al-Albaani: Hasan. 

Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: 

ñSomething which proves that people may be ignorant 

of their own condition and not feel it, is that many 

people may have a hidden desire for leadership but are 

insensible to it. The person may be sincere in his 

worship but not aware of his own faults. Many 

scholars have discussed this topic, and it has been 

named the hidden desire.1 ñ 



Lust for Leadership               

 
6 

òIt is not permissible for three men to be in the 

wilderness without making one a leader upon them.ó

òThe sultan is Allaah's shade on 

the earth.ó

                                        
1 Reported by Ahmad: Al-Albaani: Dhaôeef. 
2 Reported by Al-Bayhaqi: (6/15). 
3 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book As-Siyaasa As-Sharôiya (129). 
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The Muslim's attitude towards leadership: 

"Do not seek to be a ruler, for, if you are given it by 
your asking, then you will be held responsible for it [i.e. 
Allaah will not help you], but if you are given the authority 
of ruling without your asking for it, then Allaah will help 
you."м

"O Abu Moosa! [or O 'Abdullaah ibn 
Qays]"

òWe never [or, we do not] 
appoint for our affairs anyone who seeks to be employed. 
But O Abu Moosa! [or 'Abdullaah bin Qays] go to Yemen.ó2

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari: (7147) and Muslim: (1652).   
2  Reported by Muslim: (1824). 
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"You people 
will be keen to have the authority of ruling which will be a 
thing of regret for you on the Day of Resurrection. What 
an excellent wet nurse it is, yet what a bad weaning one it 
is!"м

òõWhat an 
excellent wet nurseõ

òA 
bad weaning oneó

н

                                        
1  Reported by Al-Bukhaari: (7148). 
2  Reported by Ibn Hajar in his book Fat-h Al-Baari (13/126). 
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"Allaah will help you"
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м

{[Joseph] 
said: "Appoint me over the storehouses of the land. Indeed I 
will be a knowing guardian."}[QURȭAAN: 12:55].

н

                                        
1  Reported by As-Si'di in his book Bahjat Quloob Al-Abraar (105-106). 
2   Reported by As-Si'di in his book Bahjat Quloob Al-Abraar (106). 
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м

Various forms of the lust for leadership: 

 

 

{That home of the 
Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire 
exaltedness upon the earth or corruption. And the 
[best] outcome is for the righteous.} [QURȭAAN: 28:83] 2

                                        
1  Reported by Ibn Al-Qayyim in his book Ar-Rooh (252-253). 
2  Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thiôbaan Jaaôiaôan (29). 


