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Introduction

All praise is due to Allaah, Lord of the worlds, and peace and
blessings be upon His trustworthy Prophet, and all his family
and Companions.

To proceed:

One of the things that lead to the corruption of the heart's
sincerity and Tawheed (belief in the Oneness of Allaah),
increase one's longing for this worldly life, and lead to the
abandonment of the Hereafter, is lust for leadership. It is a
severe disease in the name of which people squander their
money and shed blood.

It leads to enmity and antipathy hetween brothers, and
sometimes even hetween father and son. This is why the
disease has heen named ‘the hidden desire’.

We will discuss this serious topic in detail, first by explaining
the history behind calling it ‘the hidden desire'. Then, moving
onto the importance of leadership, people's need for it, and the
Muslim's attitude towards it. We shall then mention its forms,
causes, and cure. We ask Allaah to grant us all beneficial
knowledge and righteous deeds.
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This name originated from Shaddaad ibn Aws, may Allaah he
pleased with him, when he covered himself with his clothing
and wept profusely, until somebody asked: “Why are you
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weeping 0 Abu Ya'la?” He said: “The thing I fear most for you
is hidden desires and Riyaa' (showing off). You will be tested
with calamities because of your leaders, you will he tested with
calamities hecause of your leaders, you will be tested with
calamities because of your leaders. The ones (leaders) who are
obheyed when they command people with good and are obeyed
when they command people with evil. Who is the hypocrite?
The hypocrite is like the camel that chokes and dies with its

own lariat. His evil does not surpass himself.!”

Abu Daawood As-Sajistaani, may Allaah have mercy on him,
explained hidden desire as lust for leadership. Abu Bakr ibn
Daawood, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: “I heard my

father say: Hidden desire is lust for leadership.?”” It seems,

(Allaah knows hest), that this is a way of explaining hidden
desire through one of its examples.

Abu ‘Ubayd, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: ‘“Hidden
desire is something about which people have different
opinions. Some have explained it as the desire for women and
other types of desire. I don’t think it can he explained as one
specific type of desire. Hidden desire is any sin a person
commits privately and insists on committing it in his heart. In
fact, hidden desire is the insistence, even if the person does

not actually carry it out.3 “

1 Reported by Ibn Al-Mubaarak in his book Az-Zuhd (16).
2Reported by | bn Taymi y y-Bamawa (16/3#6).s b ook
SReported by Abu d&baeabyAtiHaderth (h4/181). b o o k
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The explanation of Abu Daawood, may Allaah have mercy on
him, of hidden desire as the lust for leadership, is the most
common explanation among scholars (people of knowledge)
and has hecome a symbol of it, unless there is something that
indicates otherwise.

Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy on him, saic

ASomet hing which proves
of their own condition and not feel it, is that many

people may have a hidden desire for leadership but ¢
Insensible to itThe person may be sincere in his

worship but not aware of his own faults. Many
scholars have discussed this topic, and it has beer
named the hidden desité.

People need a ruler

Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: “Ruling
people’s affairs is a religious obligation. In fact, religion and
life cannot bhe established without it. Humans cannot fulfill
their interests without uniting together, as they need each
other. In order to unite together they need a leader.” The
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, said: ol f three p.

out on a journey, then they should make one of them a
| eader . o

lReported by | bn Taymiy y-Bataawa (16/346).s book Maj moobd
2 Reported by Abu Daawood: (2608). Al-Albaani: Hasan.
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'Abdullaah ibn Amr ibn Al-'Aas, may Allaah he pleased with
him, reported that the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam,
said:

1

So the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, made it
obligatory upon them to come together in this small group
while travelling, even temporarily.

This is to stress the importance of the necessity of a leader in
order to unite together. Also, Allaah made it obligatory to
enjoin good and forhid evil, and this cannot bhe achieved
without strength and leadership. It is also indispensable for
everything else that Allaah the Almighty has obligated upon us,
such as Jihaad (armed struggle in the cause of Allaah), justice,
establishing Hajj (pilgrimage), Friday prayer, the A'yaad (plural
of 'Eed which are the Muslim festivals), coming to the aid of
the oppressed, and establishing the Hudood (prescribed
punishments).

None of these can he achieved without strength and leadership.
This is why it was narrated:

2 There is1alsoDa saying that goes: Sixty nights
under the rule of an oppressive ruler are hetter than one night
without a ruler, and history has proved this.? So, it is clear that

people need someone to manage their affairs and to take
responsihility for them.

1 Reported by Ahmad: AI-Al baani : Dhaodeef .
2 Reported by Al-Bayhagi: (6/15).
3 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book As-SiyaasaAs-Shar 6i ya (129) .
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The Musgin's attitude towards leadership:

Abdurrahman ibn Samaarah, may Allaah be pleased with him,
reported that the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, said to

him: "Do not seek to be a ruler, for, if you are given it by

your asking, then you will be heldpensible for it [i.e.

Allaah will not help you], but if you are given the authority

of ruling without your asking for it, then Allaah will help

you.™

Abu Moosa, may Allaah he pleased with him, said: "I came to
the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, along with two men
(from the tribe) of Ash'ariyeen, one on my right and the other
on my left, while the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam, was brushing his teeth (with a Siwaak), and hoth
men asked him for some employment. The Prophet, sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam, said: "O Abu Moosa! [or O "Abdullaah

Qays|"I said: 'By Him Who sent you with the Truth, these two

men did not tell me what was in their hearts and I did not feel
(realize) that they were seeking employment.'

It was as if I were looking now at his Siwaak heing drawn to a

corner under his lips, and he said: 0 We never [ or ,
appoint for our affairs anyone who seeks to be employed.
But O Abu Moosa' [ Oor "Akdul

Abu Hurayrah, may Allaah he pleased with him, narrated that

1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari: (7147) and Muslim: (1652).
2 Reported by Muslim: (1824).
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the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, said: "You people
will be keen to have the authority of ruling which will be a
thing of regret for you on the Day of Resurrection. What
an excellent wet nurse it is, yet what a badaning one it
isl"m

Ibn Hajar, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: 0 0 Wh a t
excel | ent referscta the rsuperiotity, (wealth and

decisive word that are obtained through leadership, and the
physical and delusive pleasure after attaining leadership. O A

b ad we a nrefers do being) separated from it due to

death and the consequences which result from it in the
afterlife.”™

As-Si'di, may Allaah have mercy on him, said:

“Ruling and authority are not things that you should seek,
in fact you should ask Allaah to avert them from you, as
you do not know if ruling is good or evil for you. Neither do
you know if you are ahle to perform the task (properly).
Therefore, if a person seeks it himself he shall hold the
responsihility, and whenever a slave takes responsihility by
himself, he shall not he guided or aided by Allaah, as
seeking leadership is a sign of two matters:

1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari: (7148).
2 Reported by lbn Hajar in his book Fat-h Al-Baari (13/126).
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1) That the person is highly concerned with this life and
leadership. This concern means that the person is not
one to delve in Allaah's property nor take on a high
status ahove Allaah’s creation.

2) It shows that the person is reliant on himself and does
not seek aid from Allaah.

As for the person who does not seek leadership and
authority, but instead leadership comes his way without his
requesting it, if he also does not find himself able to
perform the task, then Allaah will aid and assist him and he
will not hold the responsihility by himself as he did not seek
this trial. When a trial befalls a person without their seeking
it, Allaah guides and helps the person to carry out the task.
In this testing time, the person firmly relies on Allaah and
whenever a person carries out his duty whilst putting his
trust in Allaah he will succeed.

According to the saying of the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam: ) there is proof that

leadership and other types of worldly rule include two
things: religion and worldly life. The purpose of all types of
leadership is the hetterment of people's religion and life.
Therefore, commanding and forbhidding is related to
leadership. Also related is obligating duties and deterring
people from forbidden matters, in addition to obligating
people to fulfill the rights of others. It also includes politics
and Jihaad (armed struggle in the cause of Allaah). So it is
for those who devote their sincerity to Allaah and perform
their obligations of worship.



Lust for Leadership

As for those who do not apply those, then they are a great
danger. This is why it is Fardh Kifaayah (communal
obligations, the fulfillment of which is not mandatory on
every individual Muslim) as many other obligations depend
upon it.""

However, in some special cases, it is permissible to seek
leadership, as Allaah Says (what means), informing us of what
Yoosuf (Joseph), may Allaah exalt his mention, said: {[Joseph]
said: "Appoint me over the storehouses of the land. Indeed |

will be a knowing guardianJuraan: 12:55].

As-Si'di, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: “He sought it for
the interest which could not be achieved by anyone else, which
was to protect the storehouses and to be aware of everything
that entered and left the storehouses. This was done by
checking that all the money that left the storehouse was spent
properly and by establishing justice. So, when Yoosuf (Joseph),
may Allaah exalt his mention, found that the king had placed
him before himself on a lofty status, it was ohligatory upon
him to advise the king. When he was appointed over the
storehouses he strove to improve the system of agriculture.’

Ibn Al-Qayyim, may Allaah have mercy on him, says:

“The difference hetween lust for leadership and desiring
it for the purpose of calling to Allaah, is like the

1 Reported by As-Si'di in his book Bahjat Quloob Al-Abraar (105-106).
2 Reported by As-Si'di in his book Bahjat Quloob Al-Abraar (106).
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difference hetween glorifying Allaah’s commands,
advising people to comply with those commands, and
glorifying oneself and seeking to achieve personal
interests. The one who advises others for the sake of
Allaah, glorifies Him and loves Him, wishes for His Lord
to be obeyed and therefore does not disobey Him. This
kind of person wants Allaah’s word to bhe predominant
and for all religion to he Allaah’s alone. He wishes for all
people to ohey Allaah’s commands and to avoid what He
forbids. He advises people to worship Him and advises
them by inviting them to Allaah’s religion. This type of
person loves the ruling of religion and asks Allaah to
make him one of the pious who are a good example for
people to learn from, like he learnt from the good
example of the pious.

This is different from the person who has a lust for
leadership. Such people seek to attain leadership for
their own personal interests, such as gaining high status,
enslaving others and making them incline towards them
and aid them in all their interests. They wish to achieve
a high rank and to be in charge of others. So, it is clear
that there are many disadvantages which result from
their seeking leadership the extent of which only Allaah
knows. Some of those are oppression, jealousy, grudges,
Fitnah (trials), defending oneself instead of Allaah,
glorifying the ones Allaah has humiliated and
humiliating the ones Allaah has honored. Worldly
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leadership cannot bhe established without all of these
disadvantages and so many more."”’

Various forms of the lust for leadership:
There are two forms of leadership, according to the rule:

1) Worldly leadership
2) Leadership through religious knowledge

Ibn Rajah, may Allaah have mercy on him, said:

“Seeking honor is of two types. The first is seeking
honor through rule and wealth. This is very dangerous

and in most cases it prevents the prospects of a good
afterlife and the honor, dignity and glory of the
Hereafter. Allaah Says (what means): {That home of the
Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire
exaltedness upon the earth or corruption. And the
[best] outcome is for the righteougguraan: 28:83] 2

He then said, the second type is seeking honor and high

1 Reported by Ibn Al-Qayyim in his book Ar-Rooh (252-253).
2Reported by I bn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadee
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