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Introduction

All praise is due to Allaah, Lord of the worlds, and prayers and
blessings he upon the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam,
and his family and Companions.

It is clear that the Syrian people are suffering from oppression,
destruction, tyranny and bloodshed. The youth and children are
being murdered, and the old and young arrested. Their honor
has heen violated and they have heen stripped of their
property. Their homes and lands have heen destroyed and
occupied. Their mosques have heen demolished and their Mus-
hafs burned. They are deprived of the necessities of life, such
as water, food, medicine and clothing. Despite all this, the
Syrian people have excelled with their indescribable acts of
heroism and bravery.

The Breezes of As-Shaam.
The series includes a variety of subjects that have heen
discussed in lectures, talks and TV shows on different
channels. They have been compiled together in this series and
published for wider henefit. It is also a reference for people to
read about the situation and Jihaad in Syria, and their needs
during this calamity.
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We ask Allaah for guidance and help, as He is the All-Hearer.

The ways of Allaah with His creation

Allaah Says (what means): {Similar situations [as yours] have

passed on before you, so proceed throughout the earth and
observe how the end of those whklenied was. This

[ Qur daan] I s a <clear stat emen

guidance and instruction for those conscious of Allaah.}
[QURGAN: 2: 136-137].

Allaah the Exalted created His creation, decreed the
predestination and ordained set ways upon the universe,
individuals, nations and people. These ways apply to His slaves,
His Awliyaa’ (allies of Allaah), His enemies, and to the heavens
and earth. These ways rule humanity and life on earth. They do
not vary according to time or place. Allaah Says (what means):
{so proceed throughout the earth and observe how the end

of those who denied wagjuraan: 2:136].

Therefore, what occurred to those who denied (the truth) in

the past, will happen to those who deny (the truth) in the

present and future. Allaah Says (what means): { Thi s [ Qur 0 ¢
IS a clear statement to [all] the people and a guidance and
instruction for those conscious of Allagraan: 2: 137].

Allaah’s ways are: His methods of planning the affairs of this

universe, managing the conditions of life and ordaining the

Divine decree upon His slaves according to His wisdom. Having

knowledge of Allaah’s ways is essential and heneficial and the
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Qur’aan refers to it in many verses. The Qur’aan tells us to
learn from the conditions of people who came hefore us hy
commanding us to spread through the earth in order to find

out the truth.!

There are a number of ways, including:
The way of alternating conditions: Allaah Says (what means):
{And these days [of varying conditions] We alternate among

the peofe so that Allaah may make evident those who
believe and [may] take to Himself from among you martyrs
and Allaah does not like the wrongdo@pskaéan: 30: 140].

The way of checking: Allaah Says (what means): {And If it
were not for Allaah checking [sojnpeople by means of
others, the earth would have been corrupted, but Allaah is
full of bounty to the worlds[Ruréan: 2: 251].

The way of changing: Allaah Says (what means):
1 {Indeed, Allaah will not change the condition of a

people until they change hat is in themselves.}
[QURGAN: 13: 11].

1 {That is because Allaah would not change a favor
which He had bestowed upon a people until they
change what is within themselves. And indeed, Allaah
is Hearing and Knowinguraan: 8: 53].

1 Reported by Muhammad Rasheed Ridha in his book Tafseer Al-Manaar (4/114).

SN



The Ways of Allaah with His Creation ! )

The way of protection :
The Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, said:
oBe mindful of Al l aah and Al Il a

The way of support :
Allaah Says (what means):
1 {If you support Allaah, He will support yQograan:
47: 7).
1 {And incumbent upon Us was suppbthe believers.}
[QURAAN: 30: 47].

The way of trial, testing and distinction:
Allaah Says (what means):

T {Do the people think that t
believed and they wil.l not
certainly tried those before them, andllaah will
surely make evident those who are truthful, and He
will surely make evident the liargQuréan: 29: 2-3].

1 {And We will surely test you until We make evident
those who strive among you [for the cause of Allaah]

and the patient, and We will tesyour affairs.}
[QURAAN: 47: 31].

1 {Allaah would not leave the believers in that [state]
you are in [presently] until He separates the evil

from the goodRQuréan: 2: 179].
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The way of progression and extending:
Allaah Says (what means):

1 {We will progressively lead them [to punishment]
from where they do not know. And | will give them
time. Indeed, My plan is firmQpraan: 68: 44-45].

1 {And let not those who disbelieve ever think that
[because] We extend their time [of enjoyment] it is
better for them.We only extend it for them so that
they may increase in sin, and for them is a humiliating
punishmentQuraan: 2: 178].

The way of destroying the wrong-doers:
Allaah Says (what means):
1 {And those citiesi We destroyed them when they

wronged, and Wenade for their destruction an
appointed time[Rur&AN: 18: 59].

1 {And We would not destroy the Cities except while
their people were wrongdoersJuraan: 28: 59].

The way of the pious remaining/surviving:
Allaah Says (what means):
{As for the foam, ivanishes, [being] cast off but as for that

which benefits the people, it remains on the earth. Thus does
Allaah present example®praan: 13: 17].
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The way of replacing: Allaah Says (what means):
{And if you turn away [i.e. refuse], He will replacaiywith

another people; then they will not be the likes of you.}
[QURAAN: 47: 38].

Allaah’s way of recompense according to one’s actions:
Allaah Says (what means):
1 {An appropriate recompenseur&AN: 78: 26].
1 {And you will not be recompensed excepthat you
used to dojQurdan: 37: 39].
1 {O mankind, your injustice, is only against yourselves}
[QURGAN: 10: 23].
1 {For them who have done good is the best [reward]
A and extrajQur&an: 10: 26].

The way of social liability: Allaah Says (what means):
{And fear a trial which will not strike those who have

wronged among you exclusively, and know that Allaah is
severe in penaltyiQurdan: 8: 25].

There are many more ways of Allaah, such as His way with
cause and result and guidance and misguidance.

The following are the characteristics of Allaah’s ways:
1. They are just: Allaah Says (what means): {And the word
of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in Justice.
None can alter His words, and He is the Hearing, the
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Knowing.jQuraan: 6: 115]. Allaah’s ways are wise and
just, giving each person what they deserve.

They are surely carried into effect: Allaah Says (what
means): {[This is] the established way of Allaah with
those [prophets] who have passed on before. And ever
Is the command of Allaah astiny decreed[Ruraan:

33: 38]. Allaah’s ways are carried into effect and nothing
and nobody can stand in His way, the Exalted.
Everything He decrees is by His wisdom, knowledge and
balance to reach the end that He intends. He has
knowledge of its necessity, magnitude, and its time and
place.! Allaah’s ways are consistent and do not vary.
Shaykh Al-Islaam, may Allaah have mercy on him, says:
“Allaah the Exalted, in reality does not quit His habhitual
actions that are His ways ... and that is equality between
people of the same conduct and distinction hetween
people of different conduct.”?

They do not change: Allaah Says (what means): {and
you will not find in the way of Allaah any change.}
[QURAAN: 33: 62].

They do not alter: Allaah Says (what means): {andyou
will never find in the way of Allaah any alteration.}
[QURGAN: 35: 43] This means that the way of Allaah
never alters from the person who is deserving of it to
somehody else. Change and alteration bhoth hold the
meaning of changing, however, change implies changing

1 Reported by Sayyid Qutb in his book Fi Thilaal AI-Qur 6 aan (5/2870) .
2 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book An-Nubuwaat (1/11).
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the punishment of oppressive people. For instance, their
entering Paradise, or changing the believers’ reward of
entering Paradise to entering Hellfire. This can never
occur, as it contradicts Allaah’s justice and wisdom. As
for alteration, it refers to a punishment heing ordained
to be sent from Allaah upon a certain village, but it is
sent upon another village.!

5. They are general, stable and consistent: The ways of
Allaah apply to everyone without exception, partiality or
distinction. They are not exclusive to a certain individual
or people. They include all humanity, all nations and all
creation. If the causes are existent then the results will
appear. Allaah Says (what means):

1 {Say to those who have disbelieved [that] if

they cease, what Isapreviously occurred will
be forgiven for them. But if they return [to
hostility] i then the precedent of the former
[rebellious] peoples has already taken place.}
[QURAAN: 8: 38].

1 {lt [i.,e. Paradise] is not [obtained] by your
wishful thinking nor by thaof the People of
the Scripture. Whoever does a wrong will be
recompensed for it, and he will not find besides

Allaah a protector or a helperjQuraan: 3:
123].

1 Reported by Ar-Raazi in his book At-Tafseer Al-Kabeer (2632).
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If they were not stahle, consistent and

generalized, there would be no point in narrating what
occurred to the previous nations and learning a lesson
from them. However, as everything that occurred to
them can also happen to other people if they carry out
the same actions, it is heneficial to mention their
narratives and to learn a lesson from them.
They are neutral: Whoever carries out the causes of
these ways shall acquire the results and consequences
that Allaah has ordained. As for the ones who neglect
the causes they will not acquire the results and
consequences.

1. Recognizing the ways of Allaah in the universe and
community helps us grasp reality: Knowing the ways of
Allaah aids us in finding explanations for events and
conditions, as they occur according to these ways that
do not change nor alter. We cannot understand or
analyze historical events without knowledge of the ways
of Allaah. Through the ways of Allaah we understand
history and can give a lawful, sound explanation for
events that occurred, which henefits us in evaluating our
present state and assists us in our expectations of the
future. Allaah Says (what means): {so proceed

throughout the earth and observe how the end of
those who denied wagqguraan: 2: 136]. Historical
events repeat themselves and are extremely similar, as
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they are the consequences of set ways that manage
these events. The Arabs referred to this by their saying:
“How similar is this night to last night!” Another adage

in this regard is the Western saying: “History repeats
itself.” Allaah Says (what means): {And these days [of
varying conditions] We alternate among the people.}
[QURRAN: 2: 140].

2. Realizing that Allaah grants respite but does not
neglect: Allaah Says (what means): {And never think
that Allaah is unaware of what th&rongdoers do.
He only delays them [i.e. their account] for a Day
when eyes will stare [in horrorRacing ahead, their
heads raised up, their glance does not come back to
them, and their hearts are voitiQuraan: 14: 42]. The

Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, said: O Ve r | | v |
Allaah gives respite to the oppressor. But when He
sei zes hi m, He d O eThen hel O I

sallallaahu ’alayhi wa sallam recited the saying of Allaah
(which means): {And thus is the seizure of your Lord
when He seizethe cities while they are committing
wrong. Indeed, His seizure is painful and severe.}
[QURGAN: 11: 102].1

3. Firming the helievers’ hearts and causing one to trust in

Allaah’s promise: Allaah the Exalted mostly mentions
His ways in the context of supporting the believers.

1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (4686) and Muslim (2583) on the authority of Abu Moosa,
may Allaah be pleased with him.
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Allaah Says (what means): {And each [story] We
relate to you from the news of the messengers is that
by which We make firm your heart. And there has
come to you, in this, the truth and an instruction and a
reminder for the believers. Anaysto those who do
not believe, Work according to your position; indeed,
we are working. And wait; indeed, we are waiting.
And to Allaah belong the unseen [aspects] of the
heavens and the earth and to Him will be returned
the matter, all of it, so worshidim and rely upon Him.
And your Lord is not unaware of that which you do.}
[QURGAN: 11: 120-123]. Therefore, the ways of Allaah are

the greatest means of keeping the followers of the truth

firm and strong against falsehood and its followers.
Pondering on the ways of Allaah and reviewing them
eradicates self-defeat, pessimism and despair.

4. Carrying out causes, and linking causes with results
while relying on Allaah: Allaah runs this universe upon
firm-established ways and regular laws. Allaah Says
(what means): {And a sign for them is the night. We
remove from it the [light of] day, so they are [left] in
darkness. And the sun runs [on course] toward its
stopping point. That is the determination of the
Exalted in Might, the Knowing. And the midowWe
have detemined for it phases, until it returns

[appearing] like the old date stalk. It is not allowable
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[i.e. possible] for the sun to reach the moon, nor does
the night overtake the day, but each, in an orbit, is

sSwimming.jQuraan: 36: 37-40]. Any sane Muslim who
wishes to succeed must follow the causes that Allaah
has set in this universe, as Thul-Qarnayn did, and he
succeeded immensely. Allaah Says (what means):

{Indeed, We established him upon the earth, and We
gave him to everything a way [i.e. means].So he

followed a way.jQuraan: 18: 84-85]. “This means that
Allaah bestowed upon him the means to reach what he
did, i.e. conquering countries and reaching far places.
He seized the means that Allaah gave him, by utilizing
them the way that Allaah commanded. Not everyone
who is in hold of these means, uses them correctly and
not everyone is able to obtain the means. When ability
to use the true means is joined with applying them, the
end is reached. If one or hoth of these are ahsent the
end is not reached.”

We are now going to hriefly explain some of the ways the
Divine in life: the way of checking, alternating, giving authority
and succession, changing and the way of destroying the wrong-
doers.

1 Reported by As-Si 6 di in his-Shdi@dM85)Taf seer As
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The Way of Checking

This refers to the struggle and fighting that goes on among
people, hetween good and evil, the truth and falsehood and
hetween nations. This way of struggle hetween people is a firm
divine way since the heginning of creation, and will continue
until the Day of Judgment. Ibhn Khaldoon, may Allaah have
mercy on him, says: “Be aware that war and fighting has
existed since Allaah created His Creation and it is a natural
inclination in humans. No people or generation have heen free

from it.””! Therefore, the people who dream for everlasting

world peace free of enmity and hate, are under an illusion.
They actually want to spread this concept among naive people
so they are not prepared for war, which will undoubtedly
happen. Allaah Says (what means): {And if it were not for
Allaah checking [some] people by mseaf others, the earth
would have been corrupted, but Allaah is full of bounty to
the worlds.jQuraan: 1: 251]. This verse is proof of this divine
way.

He checks the dishelievers by the means of the believers, the
polytheists by the means of the monotheists, the innovators
with the followers of the Sunnah (Prophetic tradition), the
followers of falsehood with the followers of the truth, and He
checks the people of oppression and evil with the people of
piety and good. If it were not for this checking, the people of
corruption would defeat the pious people and oppress them.

1 Reported by Ibn Khaldoon in his book Mugaddimat Ibn Khaldoon (pg. 145).
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|
{And were it not that Allaah

checks the people, some by means of others, there would
have been deolished monasteries, churches, synagogues, and
mosques in which the name of Allaah is much mentioned [i.e.
praised]. And Allaah will surely support those who support
Him [i.e. His Cause]. Indeed, Allaah is Powerful and Exalted
iIn Might.}[Qur&an: 22: 40].

{And were it not that Allaah checks},

{And if it were not for Allaah checking [some] people by

means of others, the earth would have been corrupted.}
[QURGAN: 1: 251].

1 This is because they are built for worshipping Allaah, and that is why He did not
mention places of idol worship or fire worshi
et c. were built before the Qur Oaasrdodthe abrogati
ones built after the last religion i.e. Islaam, they oppose Allaah. This is similar to
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